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the Prophecies, the Christian Life, and kindred
Bible subjects.
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THE ADVENT & SABBATH ADVOCATE
Is published weekly by the

General Conference of the Church of God.
at MARION, LINN CoUNTY, IOoWA.

W. C. LoNag, . Stanberry. Mr}.) (Feneral
JouN Branch, Wayland, Mich. Conference
A. C. Loxg, Marion, lowx.) Committee.

TERMS.—Two dollars per year. One dollar
and a half to new subseribers. Specimen copies
seunt free.

Address ‘Advocate,) Marion, Towa. Monecy Or
ders made payable to Jacob Brinkerhoff.
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THE ADVOCATE is devoted to the promulgation
of the doctrines of the Second Advent of {}hriat,
the Signs of the Times, the duty of mankind te

week,) together with the other commandmentgg of
God, the Nature of Man, his Unconscious grate
in death, the End of the Wicked, the Earth re-

future inheritance and abode of the redeemed and
the Kingdom of God, Faith, Repentance, the
future Judgment,the Resurrection, Redemption,
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. Gather the Sunbeams.

MARY ADELAIDE ADAMS.

——

GATHER up the sunbeams scattered
All along life’s checkered way,

Grieye not oyer trouble that will
Make the burden of to-day

Far more hard to bear, and we will
Not be cheered with it in view,

But instead take all the brightness
God in merey sends to you.

Gather up the sunbeams seattered
All along the journey through,

'Tis the clouds that hide the sunlight
Of our faith, keeprthis in view.

If we cherish sweet contentment,
Dwelling not on ills of life,

All the clouds will quiekly vanish,
And we're ready for the strife. 1

Gather up the sunbeams while theyv're
Lighting up life's weary road,
Lest they pass and leave it darker,
Heavier then will seem your load.
Darkest gloom precedes the daylight,
Then take courage uand be brave,
Soon will storms of life be ended,
And there is light beyond the grave.

‘Gather up the sunbeams scattered, complish it; and in his estimation, and as
Though to you they seem but dim : far as he had the power, they were changed.

But God neither acknowledges nor accepts

They will brighten if you open
Your heart’s door to let them in.
They will bring you joy, contentment

Peace will dwell within its halls, ' t}}e.v are not to be (?ha“gal* So in God’s sight
And youw'll feel to praise the Father. his work was nothing more than a thought,
Knowing he rules over all. or attempt to change them.

Bald Knob, Ark,

——— & AP § A

I. N. KRAMER,

e —-
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| to the moral conduct of man. Also to walk

= years, aund seasons, in their times, command-
The Changed Ordinance. ed his ancient people to keep their feasts

each upon his day which God appointed,Lev.
23 3?’, and to make their offerings in their
‘Because they have transgressed the law, [ 3PPoInted season, Num. 9: 18. And When
Jeroboam appointed one of the feasts upon

‘ ‘ a different month it is said to be a month
An ordinance is a statute, or written law which he devised out

as a rule of action,established and made per-
manent by authority, in distinction from
<common law, or rules of action, derived from
long usage or established custom. Acts of
corporations intended as a permanent rule
or law are called ordinances ( Webster),
Laws controling the motions of the heavenly
bodies, preducing day and night and light

Kings 12: 23. In like manner the power that
thought to change times and laws hath ap-
pointed a Sabbath day which he hath de-
vised out of his own heart, and commanded
men to keep the first day of the weel 1mestead
of the seventh day, which God appointed
and commanded to be kept, forit is admitted

——
e
—
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and darkness, unchangeable anhd eternal in
their workings, are called in scripture tfle or
dinances of heaven and earth. Jer. 31: 35,and
33: 25; Job 88: 33; Psa. 119: 11. ‘
The law God made to control the actions
and relations of his intelligent creatures are
also as fixed, unchangeable, eternal, as th?se
that govern his unintelligent creatures. ?md
cave to Israel ordinances that they _mlght
not commit those wicked things for which he
had driven the nations out before them, Lev.
18: 80. These ordinances therefore pertained

in God’s statutes and to keep his ordinances
and to do them was the condition on which
they were to be God’s people, Kzek. 11: 20,
which was the doing of righteousness, Isa.
58: 2. God spake to them in the cloudy pil-
lar and they kept the testimonies and the
ordinances that he gave them, Ps. 99: 7;
even the statutes and the ordinances and
the law and the commandment which God
wrote for them, which they should ob
serve and do forevermore, and not fear other
cods, 2 Kings 17: 37. Therefore it is evident
both from the common use of the term and
also from Bible usage, that the ten moral
precepts, spoken to the people with God’s
own voice and written with his own finger
on tables of stone, are especially God’s ordi-
nances, and that any attempt to change or
annul any one of them comes under the con-
demnation of our text; for God himself said
that his covenant would he not break, nor
alter the thing that had gone out of his lips,
Psa. £9: 34. How impious, then, for man to
change his ordinance, and break his everlast-
ing covenant !

We read of one who should think to change
times and laws, Dan 7: 25. What times but
those that God ordained, the ordinances of
righteousness, for God's covenant of life and
salvation always has and always will require
righteousness of his people, for it is an ever-
lasting covenant. He thought to change these,
the times and laws of God’s appointment.
He purposed it in his heart; he made and
enforced law, and did all in his power to ac-

the change as his, and in his eternal purpose

God, who appointed days, weeks, months,

of his own heart, 1

(June 21, 1887.) No. 13
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‘the first law, either ccclesiastical or civil, by
which the Sabbatical observance j:)f that dfi}-'
‘s known to have been ordained, is the edict
of Constantine, A. p. 321." ‘But 1t was 1‘1(:3!3
till the year 538 that abstinence from agri-
cultural labor on Sunday was recommended
rather than enjoined by aun ecclesiastical au-
thority (the third Council of Orleans).’ ‘Nor
was it till about the end of the 9th century
that the emperor Leo repealed the exemption
which it enjoyed under the edict of Constan-
tine.” When Sunday was first established
by law as a Sabbath, see Library of Univer-
sal Knowledge, article Sabbath.

In addition to this the time of beginning
the day at even was changed to midnight by
like authority, as well as otherwise mutilat-
ing God’s law ; and to day all civilized na-
tions are swayed more or less by Roman
and Papal law with regard to God’s times
and laws. Kven our own city of Marion, in
the State of lowa, has its ordinance No. 31,
in which it becomes a crime against the city
for any person living within its limits to keep
the commandments of God, for God’s law .
says six days shalt thou labor and rest on the
seventh, but that ordinance requires rest on
the first day, and therefore forbids labor on
the day God commanded man to labor. God
said to Israel that atter the doings or the land
wherein they dwelt, after the doings of the-
land whither he would bring them, should
they not do, neither should they walk in
their ordinances, but that they should do
God’s judgments and keep his ordinances to
walk in them, Lev. 18: 8, 4. Anund is not this
required of God’s people to-day as well as of
them ?

But in order to justify the ordinances of
man it is claimed that Jesus arose on the
first day of the week, and also that he met
his disciples after the resurrection on that
day, and that for these reasons the Sabbath
1s either changed or destroyed, and that the
ﬁrst day of the week is sanctified in its place,
Lhe former claim we have shown in a pre.-
vious discourse is not taught in the Scriptures,

and the latter we now undertake to ex-
amine,.

When God had created the heavens and
the earth in six days, he rested on the sev.
enth, and it was called the Lord’s Sabbath -
but Christ says he made it for man. Hé
mac’!e it by blessing it, sanctiflying it, and
rest.mg onit; and he commanded man to
keep it in order that he might commemorate
the work of God in creation, and thereby per-
petuate the memory of the God that created.

‘God 1n blessing, and sanctitying, and set-
ting apart that day for his own service, sepa-
rated it from other days, and thus formed a
cvele or order of days called weeks." So.
tt}‘ sanctify and set apart another day iﬁstead-
of the seventh would require that the sev-
enth day be utsanctified, and God’s blessing
taken from it. Then the weekly cyvele wdﬁm
be destroyed, and a new order of weeks
would bave to be created, not dependent on
the six days of creation for its significance,
but on something else : for so long as it is a
fact that God created the heavens and the

even by those in favor of Keeping Sunday.that

carth in six days, so long is the sanctified
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found keeping it, as some say.

We will now examine those mee
Christ with his followers and see 1if any such
power and authority is vested in them.

Mary Magdalenc was the first to meet him.

She met him early in the morning on the
first day of the week, In the garden, soon af-
ter she had returned from calling Peter and
John,when she had just turned back from the
sepulchre to some other place in the garden,
where she was unobserved by a company of
women at that time arriving at the sepulchre.
Then Jesus manifesting himself to her told
her not to touch him, for he had not yet as-
cended to God, but to go and tell the breth-
ren that he should ascend up to God, Mark
16: 9; John 20: 11-18.

Soon after this he met all the women to-
gether as they hasted, according to the com-
mand of the angel, to tell his disciples that
he was risen, when Jesus hailed them and
told them to tell the brethren that he should
20 before them into Galilee, where they
should see him.

Alter this it was reported that he was seen
of Simon, but no record of conversation with
him, Luke 24: 34; 1 Cor. 15: 5.

Als) the same day two of his disciples went |
to Emmaus. and as they walked Jesus joined
them as a stranger. Their conversation was
concerning the things that had recently come |
to pass with regard to Jesus, and he said to
them, Ought not Christ, after this suffering,
to enter into glory ? And beginning at Moses
and all the prophets he expounded unto them |

in all the Scriptures the things concerning
himself, Luke 24: 13-30. Butif he expounded
unto them that the design of his meeting
with them was to abolish the Sabbath day,
and make holy and sacred the first day of the |
week. the evangelist failed to record it.
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Jate on the preparation day tlfat the) 1“]1‘ ;t -
ly put him into the tomb, just as theé Je3k
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Sabbath drew on. And he was ril]beftl*-?tldrly'
it in the end of the Sabbath, as the 1irst da,

of the week drew on, the same “'Gl'd: epr
| .1 heine used by the evangelisis 1m
phooskoo,’ being used DY LN Aav-tiat
both cases to express the t} me of day tb:
these events occurred. So if he :‘]13 ?;”;1112
evening, and this would agree with Christ's
own words that he should be in the heart of
the earth three days and three nights: andﬂ
so plain is this case that Dr. C:'ogb}', one ol
the translators of the New Version. 1n his
comments on that translation (in order to
save Sunday from falling), says that both
these events took place in the morning; that
the day began in the morning, and that the
command in Lev. 23: 32 to observe the Sab-
bath from even to even was an exception to
lthe general rule of counting the day from
the morning. Surely he has not regarded
scripture testimony, for if he has he would
remember that in the history of creation
the evening and the morning was called a
first day, and so on every day of the week,
and the evening and the morning was the
seventh day, and therefore the Sabbath was
from even to even from the very beginning.
He would also remember about the passover
that the Paschal lamb is killed and eaten in
the evening; this was a feast of seven days,
wherein no leavened bread was eaten. The
first day, a memorial day, began with the |
feast at even, the feast also ending at even,
Ex. 12: 6-18. Or has he forgotten what Eze-
kiel says about the gates of the inner court
that looked toward the east, being shut the
six working days, but that on the Sabbath
and new moons it should be opened, and that
on the Sabbath, after the services mentioned,
it should not be shut till evening ? Ezek. 46:
1,2. Therefore when the evening came the
Sabbath was past. Or has he not considered
the teaching of Nehemiah, when he ordered
that the gates of the city should be shut
as it began to be dark before the Sabbath,
and not opened again till the Sabbath was
past? Neh 13: 19. Are not these sufficient
to show that God’s general rule was to begin
the day at even? and nowhere has he given
even an exception to that rule.

We aiso find the same rule carried out in
the New Testament, for on one occasion
when Jesus had entered into the house of Si-
mon and Andrew, on the Sahbath day, that
at even when the sun did set they brought
unto him all that were diseased, and them

In addition to these four meetings which
were on the first day of the week, there were
two other instances where he met with indi-
wﬁuala singly, once with James and the other |

- with Paul, 1 Cor. 15: 6,8. But on what day
~ of the week he met them we are leftin dark.
~ Dhess, as there is no record concerning it.
B It may not, however, be claimed that these
- SIXx meelings farnish the basis for Sunday
g keeping, tor although four of them were on
that da_y.. yet none of them were assemblies
unleﬁs' it be that of the women. But as the 1
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| pointed them the time and the pl

that were possessed with devils. to b

Mark 1: 21-34. For itis well kl;ownetgflilfhde,
Jews regarded the work of ‘healing diseases
on the Sabbath day as a violation of the day
therefore they waited till the Sabbath Wa;
Past, at even, when the sun did set to brin
their diseased to be healed. And’no scri-g-
ture teaching can be produced that recngrg
Zes any other basis for computing time, and

no Bible writer ever ado '
: pted either
Ume, or Mr. Crosby's time. o

Therefore this first meeting of the disciples

as they were assembled together, was g night

meeting, its session bein '
. g on the night p:
Elt; the second day of the week, Wgh‘y 1;1?;
€y met there and thep? Had Jesus ap
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| (ual sympathy-

other day in its place

Lorre: Then what Ly

em together than that of my.

Certainly not for the pur.
pose of keeping holy the day then just Past,
for it was too late for that. Jnln? 20: 1994’

He met them again a second time, qf,,
cight days, when the disciples were Withiy
ﬂl;d fl‘th(]ﬂ‘lﬂﬂ With thefn; JESUS prearl‘l]g in
their midst spake to Thomas Lo examine g
wounds, and know for_ himself that he Was
Jesus. And Thomas believed, John 20; %6-29.

puse to draw th

‘Mark 16: 14. As this meeting was ﬂightdayg

from the previous one it could not have begy
earlier than the evening belonglng to tj,
fourth day of the week. Even 1if the sup-
posed sanctifying influence of tsuch a Mmeet.
ing had the power 1o extend its influence
backward to the day past, or forward to the
day following, it could not have reached thg
Brat day of the week to sanctify it.

Jesus showed himself again to seven of his
disciples at the sea of Tiberias. In this case
the day of the week cannot be ascertaineq
from the Scriptures. But from a modery
standpoint we might conclude, however, that
it was Sunday, as Sunday has been and stj]]
is a popular fishing day, for when Christ met
them this time they had gone fishing, though
it might be quite un-Puritanical forthe apos.
tles to go fishing on that day, but Jesus dig
not even chide them for doing it, but rather
bid them God speed by commanding them to
cast their net on the other side of the ship,
John 21: 1-14. In this meeting they had as-
sembled, not for the purpose of worship, but,
for the purpose of fishing.

Jesus again met them on a mountain ip
Galilee where he had appointed them, and
they worshipped him there, Matt. 28: 16-18.
This is the first time -they had met by ap-
pointment, and the first time any reference
to worship has been made. But unfortunate.
ly for the purpose of making Sunday sacred
to the worship of God, the day on which
this meeting occurred is unknown. Veiled in
total darkness. Nay, more, of so little im-
portance did the evangelist regard it as estab-
lishing the sacredness of the day that he did
not think the day on which it ocenrred as
wort_h}; oi: record, else he would have given it.
B_ut in this instance the disciples having met
him thel_'e, and recognizing him as their Lord
and Savior, naturally enough worshiped him.

He was also seen of above five hundred
brethren ‘at once, 1 Cor. 15: 6. If therefore
the meeting of a congregation made a Sab-
bath of the day on which they met, then this
énaireilsgé E;t:;lvi all_l *others, ought to fix the
o elievers shﬂuld‘meet for wor-
Ien*‘ : ere again the Scriptures are si-

v as to the day of the week on which it oc-
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0; 19__24:' where are we to find it? And if it were the |came together to break bread on the first day | to mortal man. Permit me here to produce a
© @fites moral law, did not that law already contain of ”l“‘* we{%l{,&m whiCh Dct”m"mt'; Paul p,re{m:;:i:} few examples of its use. First in Matt. 16: 17
Withip, ?lw Sabbath of the Lord ? the object of it be- (E?}I:;t]ifll;.?f‘ge?li:: L%é;é;?rm?llill E;I:ﬂf;l:}?t“ e —‘Blessed art thou,Simon Bar-jona; for flesh
aring i, ing that all nations might keep in perpetual | which they broke bread. Acts 20- 7. 8. If|and blood (mortal man) hath not revealed it
Nine hj, memory the true God as seen and recognized | the coming together were late on the first| unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.’
he wag through his works that they might not forget | 42y, then, as they did not break brgml until } Second,in Gal. 1:15, 16— But when it pleased
Jltdﬂy; : : ol | mt‘q Id_&]a.try. Therefore when Je- | o the evening after Sal;bath, then they|womb, and called me by his grace, to reveal
e been -51'1151 ta}ught his disciples at this Jast meeting | broke bread in the night part of the first day | his Son in me, that I might preach him
to the ‘«;:t; t1::1m tlm!; 1Ehey should preach repent.|of lhlf‘; \;'e_‘?i]{- lgﬂl:ilig ]tl;_e‘ f*illlﬂ“'“‘z‘f f“'*zt day | among the heathen; immediately I conferred
ance and remission of sins to all nati one of foil and travel, 10r ihey &cl oQtt O1 4 i - : -
€ sup. recognized a law that required aundtlt?nS, he laborious journey, taking their vessel around not with flesh and blﬂctd (_mm tal man).
\ Meet. new ard ) : nations to | the cape to Assos, some 50 or 60 miles, while| In these examples it will be seen that the
luence : We J'In‘ Honar the (rue God. Paul started across the country afoot, a dis- | phrase 1s expressive of mortality. That mor-
ol € have now found that Jesus met his|tance of about 25 miles, where Paul was|{s] men and women are in the chureh no one
e disciples when assembled together six differ- | taken aboard. This journey does not at lcast AT S el T ST e
ed the ent times, and that in four of them there js | Present any appearance of Babbath resf. And | Yo YeUPYes e DI Wit AoRY. 1GERG, N
no allusion whatever as to the dav of lh though they may have broken bread on the this respect the body of the church is com-
of hj week in which thev > 1 € day ol the| fjygt day of the week, what proot 1s1t that | posed of flesh and blood(composed of mortal-
vl .. S o ' they occurred; and that on|thenceforward that day was to be a Sahbath|itv). hence it needs a change in order to live
S case one of them !;hey were engaged in fishing;|of rest? is it not also affirmed elsewhere that | . ’_,e S i1 ] fat® :
Laineq and that if this was Sunday Jesus sanctioned | the disciples broke bread daily, and yet that | foTever. 5o then the apostle could say, ‘We
odern fishing on that day. Of the other two meet. did not make a daily Sabbath. shall not all sleep, but we [the church] shall
"y that ings we find that on the first one the met O e . a4 o, ghanger, s tynkiing SKRERRERE
d stil] at the close of the first day of the weik as . : . the last trump; for the trumpet shall sound,
t met the second day of the week was drawine :}n Searching the Sinai Library. and the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
ough and that the other meetine was iBor ;itTh£ o4 and we shall be changed.” If the church of
- . S S = A TN . . g
ane days, and so about the fourth dav Proressor Garthausen, of Leipzig, was re- God was allowed to go into the kingdom in its
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The Bainhow__ﬂfgel. Rev. 10.

A rEquesT has lately been made tc{ write
the prophecy of Rev. 10, and t.ln:f I do
as prophecy is a subject I
as clear

upon
the more readily,
love to contemplate, and where it is
as Rev. 10, I love to compare it with history,
and thus see how an allwise and far seeing
God has pointed out the way sometimes be-
fore his people, and thus confirms the sacred
Word. The course of the church and of the
powers of the world toward the church, was
given in emblem or figurative language, t‘hnt
by dilligent study or comparison the Bible
student might understand his whereabouts
in the stream of time, while to the oppress-
ive and haughty rulers of the nations. the

jue:-; against the corruptions of the ¢
its rulers. but there was sufficient power to
' crush them out, or drive them into ohscurity,
land such was the effort to put down all op-
| position to the corrupt rule and crush O}Jt
truth. under the name of heresy, that mt}-
lions of the followers of Jesus sealed their
testimony with their blood.

Such was the state of the Christi
and of the Papal Roman Empire when
the 10th cbapter of Revelation presents ad-
vance history to our view. IPapacy reigned
over all the kings of jthe Roman world, all
the ancient Roman Empire which WHE'II{)t
taken up with its rival, Mohammedanism.
From {he 11th century onward, to a greater
extent than previously, had there arisen bod-
ies of Christians who strove to restore the
church to its primitive purity, and had spe-
cially denounced the reigning priesthoood as

an world

hurch and |
| tures

had been hid away from the People ;.
onasteries and seen only by priests .
their restoration to the people was, tp,
heavenly work. Ior the. people to unde;
stand that they owed their lives ang hleg;
ings to God instead of to the pope anq Pries
was certainly a heavenly work. Apg t‘
break ihis yoke of spiritual bmldnge from 0[(1]'
the necks of people, that they might wopgy;,
God in spirit and in truth, was also g w(}ﬂlf
sanctioned by high heaven. -

How this work synchronizes with the Work
specified by the series of angel messages of
Rev. 14: 6-12, after which angel messages
the coming of our Lord is brought tg View
The first of these messages represents the ev:
erlasting gospel as being preached abygyg
over the earth. It was the same everlasti,,
gospel which was preached by the ﬂpﬂstle;

an
ly 4

'« the foundation upon which Christ
rests, and the chief corner-stone upon:
«tands the proof that Mary’s Son is the
<inh. A subject of such magnitude sho
handled very carefully and honestly, ¢
ing no proof only that which 1s incont
able.

As God has given one point of tru
test of the divinity of his Word, we:
amine that in this connection. God
senting the superiority of his pow
idol gods, to foresee and bring to pas:
events, said of them: ‘Show the thir
are to come to pass hereafter, that
know that ye are gods.” Isa. 41:23.
trasting himself with these men, he s
hold, the former things are come to |
new things do I declare. Before the

forth, I tell you of them.” Chap. 42

which gave hope to the world sitting in qay).
ness, that in the name of Jesus the pegp),
might trust for salvation and for the repmjs.
sion of sins. They preached it in its purity
and the first century showed a purer religion
than has been known since. Both gospel apq
Christianity had become obscured, and ip pa-
pal corruption not much of the everlastine
cospel was preached to any nation, kindredb
tongue, and people. Under the Great Ref.
ormation gospel preaching was revived, ang
with it was the announcement that the hoyy
or time of God’s judgement had come upoy
Babylon, which had fallen and was deeply
corrupt, and in her tyrannical corruption had
made all nations drink of the wine of the
wrath of her foruication. _And now, after
such depth of iniquity and darkness, how
appropriate the message of the Reformers, to
‘Fear God, and give glory to him." Worship
him, and not the counterfeit lord who sat in
the papal chair, ‘exalting himself above all
that is called God, or is worshipped, so that
he as God, sittethin the temple of God,show-
ing himself that he is God,’ as Paul prophet-
ically speaks to the Thessalonians in 2nd
epistle, 2: 3, 4. This was the message of the
Reformers as they went forth with the ‘open
book’ in their hands, Rev. 10: 2.

(Concluded in next number.)

The Inspiration of the Scriptures.

— e

' TI:IE question, Were the Scriptures given by
inspiration of the Creator of the universe? is
one of infinite importance to our race. If they
were not thus given, they cannot be accepted
as a standard of truth,an evidence of faith,ora
foundation for hope. The Bible contains no
authority above its author. If it was produced
by human wisdom and dictation, its authority
for truth, faith and hope, is exceedingly low,
for its authors were false and hypocritical,
professing to speak for God when they uttered

tyranny of priesteraft.and should understand *d the OWP perverted sentiments. A stream

that they ~would ha.ve absolution from their Galifnl?ver B above the level of its fountain.

;thy fs:nth in Christ, instead of by confess. f gE b m;?.r;:t}: DrOduc?d the Secriptures then
0 priest and through payment of money exhibitions of intelligence, purity of

T9CCLVe the priest’s absolution of sin ; and moral principles, safety of instructions, and

their natural ideas of what was right and the general tendencies to regulate human ao;iety,-

he says:
‘Remember the former things o
I am God, and there is none else;
and there is none like me. Declarin;
from the beginning, and from anc
the things that are not yet done, se
counsel shall stand,and I will do all
ure.’” Chap. 46:9, 10. ‘I have showe
things from this time, even hidden t
thou didst not know them. They a
now, and not from the beginning; e
the day when thou heardest the
thou shouldest say, Behold, 1k
Chap. 48: 6, 7.
In these passages,God clearly st
of difference between himself anc
the intelligence by which future ev
foreseen and foretold. This powe
and foretell he makes the test o
origin of his revelations,when he s
‘Show the things that are to comse
that we may know that ye are g«
by the fact of their having, or not
er to foresee and foretell the th
‘hereafter’ by which their gods!
tested. So of himself he says:
do I declare; before they spring
you of them.” Again he express
fact when he says: ‘I am God,
none like me; declaring the end
ginning; 1i. e., there is no inte
mine, which can locate and de
long before it comes. He repe
as if it were emphatically 1mp«
showed thee new things, and
know them: . .. behold, I knew
presents the same test of his
he says: ‘Now I tell you befor
when it 18 come to pass, ye ma
he.’ John 13:19. The express
Jesus taught that his power tc
was positive proof of his orig
This proves that the prophe
Secriptures is the most subs
their divine origin and ingspir
It is a fact, that men throx
and generations have never be
selves, .or by the assistance
except the great Creator, to
any future events outside o

language of scripture which pointed them
out would not be understood, it indeed the

sacred Word was read by them at all.

An angel is a messenger, and in apocalyp
symbols angels are introduced to speak of a
proclamation going forth as from the Deity ;
or a movement of the work of God among

his people on earth which would mark an
event in their history, either an advance of
the gospel work, divine light and trnth dawn.-
ing upon them,or of a particular interposition
of divine providence in their behalf.
When the prophecy of the apocalypse opens
the heavenly messenger informs John that
he will show him things that should shortly
come to pass, and they soon began to devel
op according to the prophecy. The church
of God was then under the dominion of the
Roman Empire, which government soon be
can to oppress the people,and as the religion
of Jesus Christ put its followers above the
worship_of 1dols or any reverence for them.it
brought contlict with the rulers and persecu-
tion from them followed. Then, shortly af
ter the Empire took Christianity under its
protection,and became professedly Christian,
it united the worship of God with idolatry so
that the humble followers of God who could
not but be obliged to dissent from such prac
tice, protested, and refusing to recognize the
rising Pope and Papacy, were persecuted by
them, even unto death. The church rose
above the government, so the controlling
persecuting power exercised upon the tol-
lowers of Christ, was the Papal Roman Em-
pire, the same Roman Empire that ruled and
reigned when the Lord Jesus Christ gave un-
to John the revelation of future events, in
- symbolic prophecy, and they shortly came
~ to pass. |
In chapters 6, 7, 8, and 9, there are sym-
bolic predictions of calamity upon the Ro-
‘man Emplre, the Barbarians first overturn-
- :mg the whole empire, and ere long Moham-
medanism desolated the East and put the
*Mia country into desolation and the peo-
~ Ple under gross darkness of superstition and
- ignorance. while in the West another abomi.

the Babylon of the Apocalypse. For this ev-
idence see any of the church histories of
those times. In Rev. 6: 9, 10 is represented
the martyred saints of papal persecution,who
had shed their blood tor the word of God and
for the testimony which they held, erying for
judgement and avengement upon their per-
|secutors; and the prophecy represents that
after ‘a little season’ the judgement and
avengement upon the persecutors would be
brought about, After the 11th century re-
formers arose in several parts of the Empire,
denouncing the papal head of the church,and
advocating a return to primitive Christianity,
but by the strength of papacy, the time for
that was delayed, Rev. 10: 6.

This brings us to the time when the 10th
chapter of Revelation opens. The 1st verse
speaks of a mighty angel coming down from
heaven. Did any work or event in the his-
tory of the world and the church transpire
about this time, after papacy had reigned
trinmphant for several centuries, and the
Dark Ages had eclipsed the light of the Sun
of Righteousness? What migaty work trans-
pired in the early part of the 16th century,
which shook the kingdom of the beast to its
center, and commenced to consume its do
minions, and ere the close of the century had
wrenched from the hands of the papal beast
a part of its territory, and the consumption
has gone on until the last remains of secular
power was taken away in the 19th century—
in 1870. It was the Great Reformation which
began in Germany in the 16th century which
was the mighty work, symbolized by the an-
gel of Rev. 10. It broke out in full force in
1517, under Martin Luther and Melancthon,
and spread so rapidly and powerfully that
Rome failed to put it down, for the time of
(}GQ’S Judgment had come ; the hour or time
for judgment upon the corrupt church pow-
er, when the people were to have the Bible
given to themselves, and should be rid of the

e

i F B
S lgEnoran

~ bation of desolation overspread the countr
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outrage
Secriptures has proclaimed
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the gquestion of their authorship becomes ¢

able.

amine that in this connection.

know that ye are gods.’

new things do I declare.

he says:

and there is none like me.
from the beginning, and from ancient time

Chap. 48: 6, 7.

foreseen and foretold.

tested.

do I declare; before they spring forth, I tell
you of them.’

none like me; declaring the end from the be-
ginning;’ 1. e., there is no intelligence like
mine, which can locate and describe the end
long before it comes. He repeats this point,

showed thee new things, and thou didst not
know them;. .. behold, I knew them.” Christ
presents the same test of his divinity when
he says: ‘Now I tell you before it come, that,
when it is come to pass, ye may believe I am
he. John 13:19. The expression shows that
Jesus taught that his power to foretell events
was positive proof of his origin and godship.
This proves that the prophetic part of the
Scriptures 1s the most substantial proof of
their divine origin and inspiration.

It 1s & fact, that men through all the ages
and generations have never been able of them-
selves, or by the assistance of any gods,
except the great Creator, to know or describe
any future events outside of such as nature
habitually produces. The iutelligence of
these men and gods has never extended so
far as to reveal specifically and correctly the
unexperienced future. The Inspirer of the
Scriptures has proclaimed himself the only

being in the universe able to foretell and bring

. L3 - .'
10 pass new and great events, according to his

As the Scriptures are the only standard | predictions. He has made this superior pow-
of truth, faith and hope for the Christian, i er the distinguishing difference between him-

infinite importance to us. Their inspiration ; bitions become the testing proof of his charac-
is the foundation upon which Christianity | ter.
rests, and the chief corner-stone upon which | *
stands the proof that Mary’s Son is the Mes- | the Seriptures, has scattered through all its
siah. A subject of such magnitude should be
haundled very carefully and honestly, accept-
ing no proof only that which is izcontrovert- |

As God has given one point of truth as a
test of the divinity of his Word, we will ex-
God in pre-
senting the superiority of his power over
1dol gods, to foresee and bring to pass future
events, sald of them: ‘Show the things that
are to come to pass hereafter, that we may
Isa. 41:23. In con-
trasting himself with these men, he said: ‘Be-
hold, the former things are come to pass, and
Before they spring
forth, I tell you of them.” Chap. 42° 9. Again

‘Remember the former things of old: for
I am GGod, and there is none else; I am God
Declaring the end

the things that are not yet done, saying, My
counsel shall stand,and I will do all my pleas-
ure.” Chap. 46:9, 10. ‘I have showed thee new
things from this time, even hidden things, and
thou didst not know them. They are created
now, and not from the beginning; even before
the day when thou heardest them not; lest
thou shouldest say, Behold, I knew them.

In these passages,God clearly states a point
of difference between himself and man, as to
the intelligence by which future events may be
This power to foresee
and foretell he makes the test of the divine
origin of his revelations,when he says of idols
‘Show the things that are to come hereafter,
that we may know that ye are gods.’ It was
by the fact of their having, or not having, pow-
er to foresee and foretell the things coming
‘hereafter’ by which their godship was to be
So of himself he says: ‘New things

Again he expresses the same
fact when he says: ‘T am God, and there is

as 1f it were emphatically important. ‘I have |

ADVENT & SABBATH ADVOCATE

f | self and all other beings; therefore its exhi-

(iod, to establish himself as the Inspirer of

books elear predictions of specifie events, and
the fulfillment become the seal of the divine
inspiration.

If a man should come to Boston professing
to have been inspired of God to foretell cer-
tain new and strange events to take place in
the city, saying: On the first day of July an
'earthquake will destroy half of the public
buildings, twenty blocks, a thousand dwell-
ings,and twenty thousand citizens; and all he
| proclaimed should take place exactly as ex-
pressed, the events would become substantial
proof of the inspiration of the prediction,
demonstrating that a higher intelligence than
human had communicated the facts. If that
prophet should add to the first prediction ten

human foresight, and nine of them should be
 perfectly fulfilled, would not every intelligent
| person have sufficient reason to believe in the
inspiration of the predictions? and would
they not be justified in confidently expecting
the last event foretold to take place? We be-
lieve all would accept the proof, and expect
and prepare for the unfulfilled event.

Has not God given a hundred-fold more
proof of the inspiration of his Word, and of
the certainty that its unfulfilled utterances
will be accomplished just as literally in time
and circumstance as those of the past? The
Bible student can count up more than a thon-
sand specific predictions in the Book of God,
- which have been fulfilled exactly in harmony
with the prophetic language employed, and in

no case has a prediction been mystically ful-
filled.

The flood came atthe time and did just
what God described. The Eastern cities were
burned the very day appointed of God, and
those only who accepted his forewarning es-
caped the fires. The exode of the Hebrews
from Egypt occurred on the very day he had
foretold, notwithstanding the apparent im-
possibilities which blocked the way. The om-
niscient Kye saw the Coming Messiah, and
marked the period of his advent, the place of
his nativity, the miracles of his life, the man-
ner of his death, the triumph of his resurrec-
tion, his marvelous ascension and blissful as. |
sociation with his Father on his throne. The
wonderful history of Jesus,his sojourn among
and mission with mortals, his sufferings, and
his ascension to his Father are grand dem-
onstrations of the inspiration and divinity of
the Seriptures. His predictions of his chureh,
her triumphs and persecutions,the over-throw
of the Jewish polity, the destruction of Jeru.
salem,the scattering of the tribes, the desola-
tions and treading-down of the holy places,
and the preaching of the gospel of the king-
dom to all nations, having continued to add
to the unimpeachable testimony that Jehovah
has spoken 1n the Secriptures of eternal iruth

If the Sacred Book has given truthful and
consecutive history of our world from the be.
ginning to the present time, may we not feel
perfect assurance that all it presents of the
future will be as fully and definitely accom-
plished? If God’s former dispensations ended
at the time and just as predicted, may we not
expect the present age will terminate at the
time and under the circumstances foretold ? if

s

|

more events equally strange and hidden from |
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and fell exactly as the Bible foreshadowed, 18
it not positive proof that all the present na-
| tions will experience just what the Cnntrnlhu*
of kingdoms has said? The Bible is the Hm‘r}{
of God. Its sentences were framed by Inspi-
'ration. Its predictions, promises and threat-
enings are clothed with almighty power. The
heavens shall be folded up and pass ‘away;
the mountains roll from the foundation n:ml
melt in the last-day fires; kings and captains

'shall become powerless and fall; but the in-

spired Scriptures shall stand as the throne of
Deity, and their voice of power shall sound
clear and loud above the thunderings of the
day of doom.

Then will its sweet sentences of justifica-
tion of believers hush in everlasting silence
the mutterings of the accuser of the saints.
Then will its promises of infinite reward to
the holy become the orders of Deity, for the
bestowment of eternal life. Then will a per-
fect kingdom under the whole heavens, with
the great Messiah ruling upon its throne, be
enjoyed forever by all the pure in heart.
O Book divine, Transcript of the Infi-
nite Mind, the Voice of Mercy, the Utter-
ance of Justice, the Instuctor of humanity,
the History of earth. the Accuser of the wick-
ed, the Justifier of the righteous, the Decrees
of Jehovah, and the Statutes of Messiah’s
kingdom? It is the language of Deity,clothed
with power of the Almighty!—J. CoucH, in
Quar. Journal of Prophecy.

e

God’s Guide Post.

THE Sabbath is God’s guide post placed on
every seventh mile along the road of human
life. It has two index hands, one pointing
back to creation and God, the other pointing
forward to the rest that remains to the peo-
ple of God. It also affords a resting place for
(God’s children along the journey of life.

Satan having transformed himself into an
angel of light, set up a guide post in imijta.
tion of God’s. This likewise has two hands,
one pointing back to the idolatrous sun wor.
ship of ancient times, the other to the second
death in the lake of fire in which all idolators
shall have their part. Rev. 21: 8. Passingly
strange 1s it that the religious world have
preferred Satan’s guide and rest to God's.
This can only be accounted for on the ground
that they are reeling and staggering under
the intoxicating wine of the great harlot of
Revelation on which all nations are drunken,

A. C. Long.

e —

CHRISTTIAN ENDURANCE :—There is no great.
er strength ever manifested on earth than
that of guiet endurance. I have known, and
so have you, those on whom for vears there

has not risen a single unclouded day ; those,
too, who knew all the gladness of life, but

for whom the sun was darkened long bef ore

it had climbed to its meridian hights

ts; those
whose bereavements huve involved t}
of everything that 1e loss

seemed to make life pre-
Clous ; those who have been rendered perma-

nently helpless by chronic disease, and can
never hope for a painless waking hour, or 3
night of resttul sleep ; those whose pénur}*
has been absolute and entire, with no pros-
pect of relief. Among these have been the
bravest, strongest souls that I have ever
known ; and it has seemed to meé that no
emergency of outward action, not even the
foremost of the sacramental host, in waging
the greal conflicts in behalf of the truth and
the right has equaled theirs, which could en-
dure without murmuring, and could render
constant thanks to God for the heavenly
manna which has fed them. for the living
waters of which they have drunk deep

all the great kingdoms of the past arose, ruled

draughts, for the hope, full of immortality,
which has never for a moment forsaken them.
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One Thing I Know.

HE stood before the ﬁunln-:lri}n $

The scowling rabbis gazed at him.

He recked pot ol their praise or blame ;|
There was no fear, there was no shame,
For one upon whose dazzled eyes '
The whole world poured its yast surprise.
The open heaven was far too near,

His first day’s light too sweet and clear,
To let him waste his new-gained ken
On the hate clouded face of men.

But still they question, ‘Who art thou ?

What hast thou been ? What art thou now

Thou art not he who yesteirday
Sat here and begged beside the way,
For he was blind.’

—'And I am he!

For I was blind, but now I see.’

He told the story o’er and o'er ;
It was his full heart's only lore :
A prophet on the Babbath day
Had touched his sightless eyes with clay,
And made him see who had been blind.
Their words passed by him like the wind
Which raves and howls, but cannot shock
The hundred-fathom-rooted rock.

In vain were threats and fury speunt,
The Hebrew’s neck could not be bent :
T'heir sneers at Jesus and his band,
Nameless and homeless in the land,
Their boasts of Moses and his Lord,

All could not change him by one word.

‘T know not what this man may be,
Sinner or saint ; but as for me,
One thing I know, that I am he
Who once was blind, but now I see.’
They were all doctors of renown,
The great men of a famous town,
With deep brows, wrinkled, broad and wise.
Beneath their wide phylacteries !
The wisdom of the East was theirs,
And honor crowned their silver hairs.
The man they jeered and laughed to scorn
Was unlearned, poor, and humbly born :
But he knew better far than they
What came to hiwa that Sabbath day :
And what the Christ had done for him
He knew, and not the Sanhedrim.

They cast him out, he went his way,
They stayed to plot, he went to pray :
The downward path they blindly trod,
He found the Christ, the Son of God.

Selected by C. DEV os.
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The Signs of the End of This Age.

CHARLES LEE.
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 Continued. )
4. THE suuT pooR. The meaning that lies
in the words, ‘end the door was shut;’ seems
to be very significant. Iiaving already en-
tered on prophetic ground, we may as well
continue to add the ‘testimony of Jesus,’ in
order to see what we have to meet in the
conclusive movement. That there is a spe-
cial movement ahead of God's people, by
which they will be gathered together into
one solid bedy, entirely separated from the
world and the work and institutions of men,
previous to the appearance of Ohrist in the skv
we think every searcher for scriptural Lrutir
1s aware of. The Lord referring to that move.
nnpen:t, speaks of a door to be shut against the
foolish .virgins; What door is that ? Who
soever 1utends to pass through ought to he
alixlous to know what and where ithis We
u;lidﬂr:stam?. the Lord to mean that 1lm. licht
:0 Ed;:::i: :;rtglins can:y with them J:gl bs ;th
at door, and that the foolis}
account of the darkness sotutiy
: | s that envelops t]
do not discover It until it is too 1 e
to pass througnh it. The c:rngimt}ti 101'- them'
Noah, ang the Very means by l LN Y b
B et orus by which he and
were with Lim became entjpe]
‘ Ireiy

, Was
against the

ADVENT &

door that leads into the kingdom to come.

f . . :
"andoubtedly a figure of the d

| fers to in the parable. For
' we turn to Rev.3: 7, 5.
| his testimony to the church

'says, ‘These things saith he
| that i= true, he that hath the ke b
| he that openeth and no man shutteth ; ant

'shutteth§and no man openeth ;

}* ﬂf Du\'id

- works. be _
' door. and no man can shut 1t. |
| understand to be the one spoken of

|
%
| The key of David. That expression may
?guide us to find what the Lord means both
by the door itself as well as the meaning of
the opening and the shutting of the door. A
' kev being a symbol of means or power to en-
,1131: in through fortified positions, we ar2 thus
'led to the history of David in relation to his
entrance to the kingdom of Israel, fortl
fied against him by the position and power
ot Saul, the king. He, with his followers,be
'came entirely separated from the Kkingdom
and the works of men, and lived among the
mountains, 1 Sam. 23; 26, and he was there
persecuted on all sides. But he held the key
to the kingdom and the door stood open be
fore him. At last he and his followers passed
through 1it. Now, we think that was a shad-
ow of the movement how pending, though it
will be ‘cut short in righteousness,” as the
prophet says. We notice in Isa. 11: 1, that a
| young and new sprout (Heb. nezer—a twig
from a stump,) shall grow out of the root of
the son (stump) of Jesse. In Rev; 22: 16
Christ declares himself to be that offspring
of David, and adds that Le is the morning
(star.  Then, in adding these testimonies to-
gether, what light do we receive therefrom ?

The morning star appears as the herald of
the dawning day. How does it appear? In
the form of a fwig shooting up from the stump
left after the kingdom of David. In other
words, a movement similar to that of David
when he was persecuted to the mountains
will finally develop among the people of God:
and in that movement the door to the king
dom to come will be opened to them, and
the more they become separated from the
works of men—the kingdoms of this world,

the closer they will be able to see the open

The Philadelphia chureh. Why is the door

oor the Lord re
an explanation

of Philadelphia,
that is holy, he |

[ know thy |
hold. I have set belore thee an open |
This door we
in Matt. |

195- 10: the Lord speaks of a key 1 {?{}IH]{:E:J
o tion with the door, which he calls the ‘key ot | 9
David>’ that key of course belongs to the
door and the dvor is by it opened or locked.

E—— —
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. ‘ 18 ‘epresents - ’E;
| holds in his h‘und, repre | the APog N
The first love of that church sep,

' church. ‘
| : "ge .\ el r
| it entirely from the world, and a]) the M

-
o
"

T T ) ‘
There the Lord.Inj o o " of faith glittered as brigh N
' about that church. And right here wg n,-n'

i |

| ; : h
| position the people who are to meet, Chy |
|

a l.||I| " r‘i.L "
|and to be accepted into his Kingdom che__lt
W8

'add. that just up to that high and heayg

3 {

 cecond advent, will have to move apg

J & 1VOS y : malld
 before him. That gives us an idea ¢f "

~ will finally bring I 3
movement that Wl all 1Z the Wic b

virgins through the door into the m”gd“m?
I

Messiah. e ._
Smyrna. That was the branch Whi B

suffered such a great persecution during the B
so called ‘ten persecutions of the 2nd apg 3;*
centuries. *Ye shall have tribulatio, o 8
'days,) may be taken asa nrophetic i'“EI’Dr;
tation of those powers of persecutions, DE&“‘
was placed before that churchon every hﬂndh

hence the Lord says, ‘Be faithfal unto death'
and I will give thee a crown of life.’ ‘

3. Pergamos. The words, ‘Satan’s seat’ |
and ‘Antipas’ give us a period of that bl‘ﬂnel; &
By comparing 2 Thess. 2: 4-9 with the Ex:
pression the ‘seat of Satan. we come o B
the conclusion that the seat of Satan mean
the same as anti christ on the Father seat in
the temple of God. And that conclusion b, [
comes strengthened by the expression, ‘4, ©
tipas was my raithful martyr. The word B
Antipas consists of two words, anti—against &
and pas—an abbreviation of papa. It signi’_ &
fies the opposers to papal influence ip the BB
church, as God alone has a right to that Do- | .f'
sition and name. The name Antipas myg

resenting all that in opposition to the papal &
influence have become martyrs. The period |
of that branch therefore runs parallel wit}
that of the papal influence over the kingdoms
of the world. It reaches down to the time

8th chapter, connected with the 13th and 14t}
verses, settles that for a fact. The work of
the Reformation may be said to have brokey

developed the next branch of the
candlestick.

Instead of separating the peo- |
that the work of Reformation turned out to
be a power to wrench the civil or political

re‘ins from papacy to be placed in the hands
of the kings.

necessary for the

1 will give him the n
ing star—the star ol
house of 1o a¢
in the work ol the toth
door into the kingdom of David. That

jse cannot apply to a people dead ce
azo. but to a living and watching pecop
e

also be understood as a collective noun, rep. &

specified in the prophecies for the cleansing | .ﬁ
of the sanctuary. The 12th verse of Daniel ©

the way for the prophetic movement that
golden ©

ple from the world and its power, we find | .

It was a movement of God | I
prophetic developments |

Joying the

to the kingdom ot David, as it will develop
In and by Christ, set open before that partic-
ular branch of the Christian church
It is the very branch that will deve
movement in question.
over the testimony of Jesus witl respect to
the seven churches of Rev. 2 and 3, ought to
convince any unprejudiced person thzt the
Philadelphian church is the branch to devel.
op at the close of the tary
nection with the door
place that door in the p
same as to claim th

? Because

lop in the
A few reflections

ying time in con
open and shut, To
ast, as some do, is the
1 that some are already en-
marriage supper of the Lamb. and
huveh been doing so for the Jast forty yéar" '
and lt_ also shuts out every body that frob |
that time have looked for an entrance Lhrl;‘t
;l;;}t; door to: the kingdom. According to the
oth and 19th chapters of Rev., the mar-.

ake place before

riage of the Lamb does not L
arth are burnt up, and

the kingdoms of the e
potent’ reigns over the

the ‘Lord God omni
earth. Let us now iry to locate the seven
stihn ehurely,

branches of the Chri
A of Ephesus.

agree th All seem to

mn
Fhat door was

| Phetic braneh of the

L The chupre
at the church of Ephesus, as a pro

candlestiek the Lord

pl

Lo

to

that would follow. .
t. Thyatira. This branch then we Jocate |
at the end of the 2300 years, at which timea |
sanctuary cleansing movement woyld take |

Dan.
waiteth

he that overcometh anda ke
unto the end [of the tarpy:
give power over

God’s people shall
take the kingdom fy
| to be alive, as sucl )

them that sleep in ¢

ace. It developed under the influence of

the prophetic portion destined to mark the
end of the 2300 years and the beginning of
ll;e tarrying time. And does the testim:nv
g .P
threefold statement.
ye have [of the
till I come.’
refer to ¢

word com
his coming,
come,’ he could
church already

A . .
Christ sustain our position ? Yes, with a

Farst, ‘But that which
truth] already, hold fast
~What coming does the Lord
H_ls second coming, of course. His
prises a promise to be realized at
Such words, ‘Hold fast till I
not address to a branch of the

in the past. No; it belongs

theliamr? class on which the language of
= 12 1s applicable, ‘Blessed s he that

and cometh to,’ ete. Second, ‘And

epeth my works

o ITying time}, will 1
; e nations,’ ete.
keep the Lord's B

conquer the nations and

abguage cannot apply 1o
he graves,

om them, it ig necessary -

jorning star.’ The
Bethlchem, (the

d), that will lead the wise \
morning to the ¢

5. Sardis. This branch in the tes!
of Christ is so plainly located that it
necessary to understand th{_} :atpeczmﬁi
in the parable of the Ten Virgins 1n ¢
discern 1t. It is the branch that d
Juring the 'tarrying timn::-—-between |
Ei}{n[iiﬁ{’ll acts of the said p{’ﬂ'ﬂ.hlﬁ‘.
be tarried, they all slnmbered m}d sl?
enemy seeded the field with zizana
wheat. Now compare,‘l know thj
that thou hast a name that thou liv
art dead. Be watchful, and strengt
things which remain, that are ready

. 1f therefore [on account of hea
receiving truth concerning the second
of Christ,] thou shalt pot watch, 1 w
on thee as a thief, and thou shalt n
what hour I will come upon thee, T

1 few names even in Sardis which |
defiled my name,’ &c. This plain te
is certainly corresponding with the s
slumbering and sleepy church, can
tween two heavenly movements anc
ing of a company of both wise and
but both classes too sleepy to dis
difference in each other,

Philadelphia. The trumpet of

mght ery will soon call to forward 1

new development or branch of the

stick that lightens the world is br

A movement to bring God’s people

therly love takes place. Brotherly i

will that be accomplished in a time
when everybody loves and lives fo
Or what position must the people
cupy in order to exercise brother
the light of God’s word ¢ We kn
one position, and that is set forth 1
tolic church. After disposing of
sessions, and all looking to God as
mon Father and Provider, the bro
was made manifest. That parrov
brother Adventist, lies before «
the near future,in case we desire
Lord where he left his followers.

Laodicea. That, the last bra
candlestick that lightens the worl
on the way to and ahout the doo:
into the kingdom of Messiah.
present it in the hght we see it w
refer the reader to the state into

the church and the world will_ b

that same time. We are all aw

terrible revolution is ahead of t

nations. 1t already threatens t

of Europe. Now the question t

18, Is that a work of God or of 8

of Satan we must conclude tha

to destroy his own kingdom.

—for what purpose # Can Chris

kingdom on the earth without fi

the works of men that constitt
of the world? No. Andthep
mony says that the stone cut
shall break in pieces and con:
kingdoms., How ! Yes, let us
Inquire into how that will b
did God destroy Jerusalem an
of Judaht By an army of
vengeful Romans—in other
arm of man, Will he not wus¢
to destroy the kingdoms of the
to make room tor his everlast!
be set up? Read Isa. 137 J
God says he will call the mos
the nations to battle agains
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1 will give him the morning star.” The morn.-
ing star—the star of Bethlehem, (the bread
house of God), that will lead the wise virgins
in the work of the morning to the opened
door into the kingdom of David. That prom-
ise cannot apply to a people dead centuries
ago, but to a living and watching pecople.

5 Sardis. This branch in the testimony
of Christ is so plainly located that it is only
necessary to understand the specified times
in the parable of the Ten Virgins in order to
discern 1t. Itis the branch tbat develops
during the tarrying time—between the two
gpecified acts of the said parable. ‘While
he tarried, they all slumbered and slept,’ the
enemy seeded the field with zizania—false
wheat. Now compare, ‘Il know thy works,
that thou hast a name that thou livest, and
art dead. Be watchful, and strangthen the
things which remain, that are ready to die.
. . . If therefore [on account of hearing and
receiving truth concerning the second coming
of Christ,] thou shalt not watch, I will come
on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know
what hour I will come upon thee. Thou hast
a few names even in Sardis which have not
defiled my name,’ &e¢. This plain testimony
is certainly corresponding with the state of a
slumbering and sleepy church, camping be-
tween two heavenly movements and consist-
ing of a company of both wise and foolish,
but both classes too sleepy to discern the
difference in each other.

Pliladelphia. The trumpet of the mid-
nmght cry will soon call to forward march. A
new development or branch of the candle-
stick that lightens the world is bro’t about.
A movement to bring God’s people into bro-
therly love takes place. Brotherly love! How
will that be accomplished in a time like ours,
when everybody loves and lives for himself ?
Or what position must the people of God oc-
cupy in order to exercise brotherly love in
the light of God’s word # We know of only
one position, and that is set forth in the apos.
tolic church. After disposing of their pos-
sessions, and all looking to God as their com-
mon Father and Provider, the brotherly love
was made manifest. That parrow road, my
brother Adventist, lies before our feet in
the near future,in case we desire to meet the
Lord where he left his followers.

Laodicea. That, the last branch of the
candlestick that lightens the world. develops
on the way to and ahout the door that opens
into the kingdom of Messiah. In order to
present it in the light we see it we must first
refer the reader to the state into which both
the church and the world will. be thrown at
that same time. We are all aware of that a
terrible revolution is ahead of the Christian
nations. It already threatens the countries
of Europe. Now the question to be settled
is, Is that a work of God or of Satan ¢ If it 1s
of Satan we must conclude that he :Intends
to destroy his own kingdom. If it is of God
—for what purpose ? Can Christ establish his
kingdom on the earth without first destroying
the works of men that constitute the power
of the world? No. And the prophetic testi-
mony says that the stone cut without hands
shall break in pieces and consume all these

kingdoms. How ? Yes, let us thoughtfully
inquire into how that will be done. How
did God destroy Jerusalem and the Kingdom
of Judah? By an army of angry and re
vengeful Romans—in other words, by the
arm of man. Will he not use men now also
to destroy the kingdoms of the world in order
to make room for his everlasting kingdom to
be set up? Read Isa. 137 Jer.50; Joel 3.
(rod says he will call the most angry among
the nations to battle against Babylon—the
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arlificial kingdom built up by the power of
men. Not only the kingdom of Nebuchanez-
zar, but even the Babylon of the Apocalypse.
Rea the 18th chapter of Rev, and see that |
Babylon shall go up in smoke. Who will be
employed to do such terrible work # Not the
children of God. Well, we ask, again, who
will do it? God has ordained that it shall be
done. And if we believe it or not, his words
will be fulfilled. The example of the past
proves that.

Ah, we already see millions of men organ-|
ized under the ‘Red Flag,’ almost ready for
action. Only suppose that God musters that
great army to fulfill his words against and
his judgments on Babylon, where does it
place us as God’s children? Why. we are
placed like the disciples were in Jerusalem
when it was surrounded by the Roman army
—between two fires, and we will soon be re-
quired to take our position either for or
against one of the powers. That we will find
the narrow way broadening up to the position

Lord. Though they lost property

of brotherly love, and out from ithe world to
meet the King of kings.

While we look upon the army of Revolu-
tion as evidently thrown in between the
tPhiladelphians and the world, like the Red
Sea separated the Israelites from Egypt, we
see in the same movement the Laodicean
branch develop. 1t takes a position between
the world and the church on the apostolec
elevation. In its first advancement itis a
light to the world, but by stagnating beneath
the elevated position where the Lord will
meet his people, it becomes lukewarm—-art
neither cold nor hot.” It becomes under the
influence of its leaders so blinded that 1t does
not discover 1ts miserable state in the sight
of the Lord. The door becomes shut, and in
the darkness it is spued out of the Lord’s
mouth. The righteous in it have of course
been taken out first. The signs of the end
of this age are many, if we only have open
eyes to see them.

Minneapolis, Minn.
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A Struggle With Temptation.

R. E. CAVINESS.

it is a trial to obey God when others do
not; to the carnal mind at least. But then
is the time for your service, then is the time
for you to walk uprightly before God, your
lights will shine brightest in the darkest
places. And Jesus says, ‘Let your light so
shine.” Is it not some consolation to you, dear
brother, dear sister, to know that you are a
light in some dark place, though you may
say but little, a lamp says nothing. 1 think
often if we could only realize what a great
amount of good has been done by the light
of a lamp or candle ; and says Jesus,‘No man
lighteth a candle and puts it under a bushel.’
No, there would be no- great service in that.
So when a man receives the truth will he
hide it under a bushel, or sneak away with it
and hide for fear somebody will see him live
it out? Don’t let us do this, for Jesus says,
‘Ye are the light of the world 2 What! ‘light
of the world !’ ves, that is it.

What was it that called forth these words
out of the king of the Medes and Persians,
that every person in his kingdom and prov-

ince should fear before the God of Daniel.
Yes, Daniel was one of those servants of God
who let his light shine with a fearless heart.
We might bring many cases from the Bible.
But let us see if we have not some nearer our
own day. My mind is now called to one case
which I shall mention as 1 shall not have
room for many. Did you not read in the

ith{ul brethren
ath of the
and dear

into the legislature, by a few fa
there, in regard to the holy Sabb

friends, it did tell in the legislature, and a
light emanated from a few faithful brethren
that will tell in eternity. How many more
want to do likewise?

Oh, that the Lord would wake up his

slumbering people! Paul tells us to awake

from sleep and Christ will give us light. Shall

| we not look about us and see 1f we are asleep

or dead or our light under a bushel; if 50,
can’t we by the help of God awake, rise 1rt?m
the dead, put onr light on a hill, for a *city
set on a hill cannot be hid.’” These things
take place in the last days,this sleepy,drowsy
state of the church. Yes, the night is far
spent. Did you ever stay up all night 2 did
you ever get sleepy, very sleepy towards
morning ¢ Already we can see the day star.
Let us awake.awake up and be ready for the
Bridegroom when he cometh. Yoars in pray-
er to God for eternal-life.

Pleasant Plain, lowa.
Dunierih 01 % i it ottt o MUl e T i S i

" LETTER DEPARTMENT.

From Sister Catharine A. Baker.

Bro. BRINKERHOFF : 1 see there is a call for
one dollar to help pay the indebtedness. 1
will send one dollar for my part, and one
dollar tor my Apvocati, and will send more
this fall if God spares my life and health.
I do thank my Father in heaven for the bless-
ing of health in my old age. I think I ap-
preciate his goodness in giving me dear chil-
dren and friends. We have no Sabbath meet .
ing, but we have God’s word to read, and
that is to judge us at last. I am looking for
Jesus to come and set up his kingdom on
this earth. I cannot believe that he is go-
ing back to heaven to stay one thousand
years with his saints. We read in the days
of these kings shall the God of heaven set
up his kingdom, not one thousand years af-
terwards ; and that the Devil is to be bound
by a great chain and cast in the bottomless
pit, that he deceive the nations no more till
the thousand years be over. What 1s the pro-
priety of that saying if there is none to be
deceived, and the Devil let loose roaming
about this uninhabited earth, as some of the
Adventists believe and teach. Oh consisten-
cy, thou art a jewel! Why not believe God's

poor mortal’s brain or fancy. I believe the
Bible, and that says Jesus will bring our re-
ward with him when he comes. Praise God
for his precious promises to his dear waitine
saints! Iam waiting for my Savior, andT

prayers. Your sister in Christ.
Prairieville, Mieh.

word, with no modeling it over to suit some

know he will save me if I keep all the Fath-
er’s commands, and have faithin Jesus’ aton-
ing blood ; so I will say remember me in your

Bro. J. W. Erwin writes from Sunset, Tex-

I
as, to all the brethren and sisters: I am still

striving to live so that when our Savior comes
I will be ready to meet him, but I must SAY
I have a great deal to overcome. I am look-
ing for Christ’s soon cominy, and am still

| trying to keep the commandments of God. 1

am looking for the soon coming ot Christ to
reign on the earth, and I hope to meet him
at his coming and kingdom. I don’t know

| how I would getalong without the Apvocare,

for it is the only preaching that I get, and I
thank God and the brethren for the zood

reading that is in it; and the letters; and
that last piece from a Methodist on the soon

ApvocaTeof alight in Arkansas that shone | coming of our Lord and Savior
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